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We acree tbat Presndent Ford's fmno of CIA direc- further evxdencn that Bush can functlon Well ina.
tor lehan ‘Coby was ill-considered. "‘he prealdem sensm\_re ex utlve assxanment - :
‘tacitly ‘adrnitted as much last week’ ‘when,asanaf-7" -4 :
terthought,.he asked. Colbyto stay on through the Pr'mary causes of currént doubts are Bush' 3
‘end of the congressional investigations mto intelli-"- san political involvement in recent years ‘and the-
‘gence activities.” Given Colby's long career in intel-likelihood that he-will be high on the list-of Repub- .
hoenc° ;and: the -praise_he's'won from:-congres-+: lican vice-presidential choxces Between his UN. >
'sxonal mveshcrators inclined to be skeptxcal keep- *and China service-he was, for nearly two years, i
~ing-him in: hxs post for the. tlme ‘being is sensible. - “GOP national chairman. When that job ended with
'."fThat would“be ‘true;"it seems to us, of any. 1nd1~ * his appointment to-Peking;-a White House official :
' : the ‘CIA..t “said, “George Bush was a strong and viable candx- -
rd's ’ce president. unt11 the last mm— -

s parti=":

speculatxon ‘that Bush mxoht now be the leadm
didatex If ‘the speculation proves ‘correct, Ford
Wlil have appomted a_ lame- duck CIA dll‘ ctor

“cal, mdependene cr;._.n;ea ‘needed m ‘a; CIA dzrec-
tor. Sen, aFrank. Cht:rc.a, chaxrman of the Senate m-

mg in’ hxs record to- suggest that he would be in- ~' o
. r ; “capable. of handling the CI!\dlrectorshxp, the Sen-
. during tv “Oxterms as d congressman from: Texas, ate would-be hard~put to dlsquahfy him as‘incom-
‘\forelcn”affaxr ut contrary to expectations, Bush™ petent,’ ‘The. central issue is whether Ford: mtends -
served welt=with’ ,':mtelﬁgene nthusiasm-and ... the CIA assignment to be long enough for Bush to ")
humor,” accordma to ‘one accoun ir naaac’hfl- - carry- out changes that surely will be requiredasa:
_ cult:two:years.that included the’ acrimonious de—~result oLcurrent investigations. Not the Senate,.”.
bate about China's U.N. membership.Hla jeb'sinee byt -:o*rde-must resolve. that queshon He ought
last fall as head of the U S mxssxon m Pekma 15 to do so thhout delay. ' L
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